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l. Name
\'

hlstortc Shafer, Joseph, Farm/ Shady Lawn Farm

and/orcommon tlaPle Lawn Farm

2. Location
street&number Flinn Road, 7 miles northeast of Brookville Itl& not for publlcatlon

clty, town Brookvi I I e X vicinlty of

Indi ana . 0.|8
cooe

Frankl i n . 047cooecounty

3. Glassification
Category
o distrlel

^ bulldlng(s)

- 
structure

- 
slte

- 
object

Ownersblp
---s-- Publicn private

- 
both

Publlc Acquisition

- 
In process

--Nff'nn 
considered

Status
X occupied

- 
unoccupied

- 
urork in progress

Accessible
X yes: restricted

- 
yes: unrestricted

_no

Present Use

- 
agriculture

- 
commercial

- 
educational

- 
entertainmenl

- 
government

- 
industrial

- 
military

_ museum

- 
park

X private residence

- 
religious

- 
scientific

- 
transportation

- 
other:

Sallie R. Hadsworth and Randolph L. Wadsworth, Jr.

atreet & number R. 4, Box 290

caty, tovvn Brookvi I I e X vbinlty of Indiana 47A12

5. Location of Legal Description
courthouee, reglstryof deeds, etc. Frankl in COunty COUTthOUSe

ltreet & number Main Street

clty, town Brookvi I I e Indiana 47A12

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
Indiana Historlc Sltes and

tfie StrUCtUreg InVentOry hes thls propGrty becn d€termlned ellglble? 
- 

yet li- no

66 1978

- 
tcderal X sbto 

- 
county 

- 
local

doposttory tor survey recordc Department Of NatUral ReSOUTCeS

clty, lown I ndi anapol i s !tatc Indi ana



7. Description
Gondltlon Chccl oncX excelbnt 

- 
deterlorated 

- 
unaltered

-- 
good 

- 
rutnr X a|tercd

- 
flh _ unoxposed

Checl onc
X orlglnalsltc

- 
movcd datc N/A

Dcrcrlbo lhe pretenl end orlglnel lll known| phyclcal appeer.nc.
The Joseph.shafer House, completed on December l,1883--the date ls on the doorcap of thehired girl's room--preserves the taste in architicture and deioration of a weitifii i;ru"iof the period.

Approached from the south by a 500' drive between double rows of silver maples, the housefeatures a-pair.of two-ptory, three-window, project'ing bays, one facing soirttr and the othereast, comp'lenrented by the strong, horizontal arrangement bf-porches, d6ors" and the remainin
windows. The main block is an asymmetrical, two-st6ry,cross,'65' noith and'south uy so;-eait
and west. A one-story block to_the north (rear), including a kttchen and two storirooms,
brings the overa'lJ north-south length to 86'. 4'lO' squar|, one-story room with a gaUieiroof' once a solarium but a bath since about 1910, projects to the weit from ihe noith endof the two-story block; it is tied by a flat roof tb the west wing of the cross, forming
a recessed pocket ponch.

The entire house is roofed with s'late, largely original and in fair condition, laid in
diamond patterns. The roof of the two-story cross-is formed by two intersecting gables,
that of the one-story portion by a, single north-south gable. The wide, overhanitng eav6s
and.box gutters are supported on the two-story section-by elaborately figured biac[ets with
pendants, and on.the one-story sections by smaller brackbts of a dtfferent pattern and with-
out pendants. The box gutters and eaves at both levels are cornl'cedi the brackets are setin friezes, the lower_one appropriately scaled down, sporting a design of rectangles under
the gutters and paral'lelograms under the gables. The friezei are fintshea off b6tow by a
simple archt'trave. The small mansard roofs over the projecting bays are finished with-the
same cornices and brackets used around the pocket porch and kttcheh b'lock. There are four
corbelled chimneys: one at the intersection of the main gables, one l2'along the east
main gab1e, one at the north end of the main gable, and one at the north end-of the lower
gab1e. The porches, like the projecting bays, have tin roofs.

An L-shaped porch at the southeast corner of the cross (16'x 20'x 6') and a rectangular
porch_at the northeast corner of the cross (13' x $') both sport original gingerbread in
excellent condition, and floors of massive limestone slabs with fancy-dresied-edges and
rough-dressed walking surfaces.

The.txo-stg"y portion of the house has six exterior doors: one factng east and two facingsouth on the L-shaped porch, one facing north and one facing east on the east porchr dnd'
one facing west on the recessed porch.- All stx doors have iarved roseites in lfr.tr-lowerpanels and large,.arched lights. All six are set-in deep casings wiif, wooa-griined pin.tt
and are surmounted by transoms. The front door, facing iouth ti tfre Coine.6t tne f:tnipeaporch,.has,a light of etched, frostgd.glass.incised wt[n a pattern ot wreitni.Ena a-fringingvase; its transom is cobalt blue, with-a white-frosted, lncised floral paltern. The otherdoor li.ghts ary plain, whi'le two of the transoms are piain, cobalt utuei;nd lhe restpainted in imitation of frosted effects

All of the 38 windows--8'high downstalrs, T'high upstalrs--have stone sills;35 have
ori.ginal exterior shutters;31 have fancy, pressid-tin ltntels with rosettes it the corners
and arched.pediments; all but three of the iediments enclose scroll ornaments; and all are
topped with scroll finlals.



I, Slgnificance
Prrlod

- 
prehlrtorlc

_ 140(F1499
_ 15{XFr599
_ r6fiF1699
_ 17{XF1799x raosragg
_ 19fiF

_ comrnerco

- 
communlcatlonr

-_ law

- 
llteratun

- 
mllltary

- 
muslc

- 
phllosophy

--- gclencc

- 
eculptura

- 
soclal/
humanltarhn

- 
theater

- 
exploratlon/settlement

- 
Induslry

- 
Inventlon

Arear of Slgnlflcsncc-Check and lustlly below

- 
archeology-prehlstorlc 

-communlty 
plannlng

-archeology-hlelorlc 
--conservatlon

o agrlculturu 
- 

economlct
A architectura 

- 
educatlon

- 
art 

- 
englneerlng

- 
landscape archltecturo _ rellglon

- 
polltics/government _transponation

- 
olher (speclfy)

Speclflc detcr '1883 Builder/Archlrect UnknOWn

ttetemenl of 3lgnlflcancc Sn'orrrg$|'
The Joseph Shafer House,_on Maple Lawn Farm, is significant for tts distinctive architecture
and craftsmanship' as well as its importance as a iocal point for grain farmers of the areaduring the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. The houie'tt pi6rinint becauseof its handsome variations on the later Italianate style and its Oeco.itiv. iliJittng.--ineproperty is especia'lly significant because the house has undergone almost-no'ihung.s, andits-many outbuildings are still extant. As such, it is ai mu.fi u tnowpii..-now;; ii;;;in Shafer's time, -"-"F

John Shafer had.an abiding commitment to farming-and was quite successful at it. His father,who came to Indiana from^Pennsylvania in the eaily days of settlemeni-in fiiniiin Couniv,-''and his older brothers, instructed him in the techniqires of farming. H; t;;ghi his firstland, 137 acres, in'1859. He eventua'lly married-Harri.i S.ui, tn. daughter of a prominent,well-to-do farmer in the nearby.township. In l883,.Shafer wui p.orperous enough to build alavish home on his property. ihe house'was intended to rtvij -ti.re 
showpii.: noise whichhisbrother.in-lawhadbuiltnearWhitcomb,lndiana

Shafer gained a l.ocal reputation.as-a thrifty and industrious individual, a reputationapparentlv well-deserved, since he increased-his holdings to zi0-uir.i-ind-ilil; i iiig.home on his property. He purchased the latest equipmeni una miinin.ii i;i [i;'taim.:![aoy
Lawn became the center of the local.threshing ridg,.as well ui tne gritn-w.ig[ing stationfor farmers in the area, Shafer attained sofre pr5mtnenle in Iir ioiuiitv;-;;;'wir-ir.qrentlyconsulted by local politicians

Shafer apparently.wanted to.keep his farm in the hands of his heirs, since he had Sha(yLawn entailed to the survlving male in each succeeding g.n.rition.-'nr'i;;1h""itour", duringhis own lifetime Shafer-peryiited only such minor altEritioni-ii o..urional changes inwa'llpaper and the instal'lation of a bithroom when indooi pirmuins-il;;;;"i;..i[i..
At Shafer's death, his son, [,1. Burton Shafer, inherited the farm. Like his father, heal'lowed no alterations. At his death in 1959, i nephew, HowiFo oi.[ii'irii,'d;i'possessionof the farm with the gtipu.tation that he make-no crringei in in. house. Ait.r-i successfionof short-term occupants, the present owners came into-posi.riion of tn. f,oure in 1926.
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Ycrbal boundary detcription and iustilication
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Llrt all states and counties lor properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state N/A county

county code

I l. Form Prepared By
name/title Randol ph L. l,ladsworth, Jr.

organizaton Frankl i n County Hi stori cal Soc'iety date 0ctober 26, '1980

street & number R. 4, Box 290 tefephone 317/647'6873

clty or town Brookvi I I e Indi ana

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Gertification
The evaluated slgnlficance ol this property within the state ls:

- 
national

-- 
stale X local

As the deslgnated State Historic Preservation Officer lor the National Hlstoric Preservatlon Act of 1966 (Publlc Law 8$
665), I hereby nomlnate this property for inclusion ln the National Register and certlfy that ll has besn evaluated

47012

accordlng to lhe crlterla and procedures set lorth by

State Hlstorlc Preeervatlon Off icer si gnature

ililG Indiana State Historic Preservat'i

l(o€per oil the llationat Rogbtsr

Attest:

atlonal Park SerYlce.J-f,

':,&'j
,.'::f

Clrief of kgistration

:i-j;::

dat6 6'7 -82
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A'fterations to the exterior havenot been extensive. A shed,12'x 13', in the corner
formed by the kitchen and ground f'loor bath, had been cobbled onto the house in such
manner a! to intrude upon the lower frieze, necessitating the renoval of stx brackets.
Luckily, the brackets were found'in one of the outbufldings and could be replaced in their
orig'inal positions, still indicated by gaps in the paint. The shed's foundat'ion has been
extended, in matching rock, to the north end of the house, and a screened porch erected in
its place below the refurbished frieze. One door and two plain windows in the west wall
of the kitchen and the storeroom have been removed (but are stored in an outbuilding)
and rep'laced by wood framed, sliding glass doors; while the'latter are not of a piece with
the other doors and windows, they are scarcely perceived through the porch and do not
register as a discordant detail. Some five or six of the pendants on the uppe! brackets
have had to be replaced, but are easi'ly distinguishable from the originals up close because
they lack the surface ornaments app'lied to the latter. There are,'likewise, some four or
five new bu'llseyes on the pi'l'lars of the two gingerbread porches, the only repairs necessary
at that point; all the spind'les and scrolls are orig'ina'l and in mint condition. The roof of
the L-shaped porch, a complex mansard shape, was re-tinned in 1976, along with all the box
gutters; nothing was altered here except that the tin has been replaced, a form of routine
maintenance, 'long overdue at 93 years. Minor mod'ification of the recessed pocket porch,
the floor of which had to be replaced and which has been extended'10' to the west to form
a deck, is the only other change to the exterior.

The interior of the house is extensive]y wood-gra'ined--cupboards, doors (24), panels 'in
the deeply recessed door casings, al'l imitate map1e, oak, wa1nut and other woods. Base-
boards vary from room to room, some map1e, some oak, some gum, a1'l finished below with
walnut quaiter-round and above with walnut mou'lding. Door frames and window casings match
the baseboards, the frames of both doors and windows being a'lso finished with walnut
throughout the downstairs and upstairs in the hal1, and in two bedrooms. The 24 narrow
windows in the bays are all fjtted wjth original interior shutters, all staing! to match
the prevailing woodwork. Virtual'ly a1l the original interior hardware is still'in place--
soljd brass doorknobs'in fancy patterns, solid brass fittings on the interior shutters,
brass retainers for curtain swags, cab'inet fixtures, white ceramic doorknobs, decorative
hi nges

Other decorative details include three firep'laces downstairs, all with slate mantels made

to imitate gran'ite or marble and furnished with coal grates and ornamented iron grillesi
three mantelpieces mounted on the chjmney pieces upstairs'-apparently never fireplaces
but just decorative, as all the rooms were furnished with stoves--all wood, one wood grained,
one painted to resemble marble, and one painted to resemble granitei and a staircase, its
edges finished with scroll ornaments and sporting a walnut bannister.

Alterat.ions to the interjor include a complete refurbishing of the kitchen and transformatiot
of the storerooms into laundry, pantry and breakfast room; addition of bookcases in the
west parlor; and the conversibn of the west bedroom upstairs into'l* baths and dressing
rooms. All-of this has been carried out with minimum disturbance to the original structure
and is virtual'ly'100% reversible, should any subsequent owner like to glve up the amenities
afforded by the changes.
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r,Jjth the except.ion of the scale building, the 13 outbuildings on the property are in good

lond.ition. fhe outUuildings, keyed to lhe attached sketch map, include:

Storage shed, 12' x '16' (Photo 20)
Shed iith root cellar and attic, i6' x 20' (Photo 2l)
4-hole privy, 5' x 5' (Photo 23)
Sriiny iitn"iorg" and iool for wagon tires, approx. '12' x 24' (Photo 23)

Henhoi.rse , 1?' x-24' (Photo 24) \
6;;;9;, 

-i 
s; 

-" 
27' , with f u'l ly' encl osed 'lof t (Photo 27 )

Granlry , 21' x 3l' (Photo 26)
ga.n wilh lean-to aitached, 27' x 32' (Photo 25)
Fump frouse wi th wi ndmi'l I , 9 ' x i 8' (Photo 25) 

-brilairg-wiltr grain sca'le, gra'in bins and eni'losed loft, 18'I'18' (Photo 28)
gurn, jd'x 60T. F.ouuuti 5t'least as old as the house, iudging from its construct'ion,
which features double truss arrangement with queen beams (beech),-corner.posts.
*o.iir.i into ptaies that are lik6wise mortised to each other, rafters pinned into
notin.a-ruit..'piui.r and grain bins made of poplar p'lanks as wide as 27". At the
southeast corner ir,.i. is i shed enclosing a iai^ge water tank surrounded with straw.
(Photo 29)
[{ell house, 9' x 12' (Photo 30)
Modern circular grain bin (Photo 26)

t.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

10.
ll.

12.
13.
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Pase 3

Biographical and Geneologica'l Hj:lg-ry of Wayne, Fayette'*6fn.--ThTcago : Gwi s,JB99-
Union, and Franklin Countjes,

Riefel, August J. History of Frank'ljn County: Her People'
Indianapolis: Bowen, 

.|9.l5.

Stoops, Harry M.;0'Byrne, Roscoe C.; Stewart, John L.; and Bart'lett, Fred. E., comps.'litas airA Wortd itar Historical Data of Franklin County, Indian-a. Connersville,.
TnffiTna : Bffi-Tress,-TgZg.-

Industries, and Insti tut'ions.
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Being a part of the Northeast Quarter of Sectjon 4, Township 9 North, Range'1. West'
Spriigfilld Township, Franklin County, lndiana, and being more particularly described
as fol lows:

Commencjng at a post at the Southeast Corner of the Northeast Quarter of sajd Section 4

and runniig thence Hest,'1863.20 feet along the South line of said Northeast Quarter, also
ueing the ienterline of'the Public Road moie conrnonly known as-the Flinn Road, to a spike
at tie place of beginning of this description; thence l,Jest,259.50 feet along-sa'id south
lineto'aspike;tFenceNorth00degrees'20minutes30secondswest'.|009'20feettoan
iron pin; ih.n.. North 89 degrees 4i minutes 37 seconds East,255.09 feet to an iron pin;
thence South 00 degrees 35 minutes 30 seconds East,'1010.60 feet to the place of beginning
contajning an area of 5.965 acres

(Taken verbat'im from a survey done l9.April 1976 by Michael A. Puthoff, Registered
Surveyor No. 502]5, State of Indiana.)
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Joseph Shafer Farrn
vic. of Brookville, Indiana

UTM Reference:
16/682400/4371370


